Abp. Venables #3 Tuesday afternoon, July 31, 2007

….Archbishop Venables came forward for final remarks. It was the most gentle admonition yet.  My transcript follows:
 
“As I said yesterday, it is and has been a real joy and privilege to be with you. Not just to meet up with so many good, dear appreciated friends, but to meet new people.  Had a church warden when we were kids who always said,  “Its always good to shake hands with new faces.”  My Dad always pondered that grammatical statement.
 
It is not just a joy and a privilege, but an enormous responsibility.  I want to share one or two thoughts with you that come from my heart, and I believe from the Lord. From His heart and from my heart, and they are to do with what I can see.  I ask your mercy and forgiveness as I share these things.
 
What do I see?  Very precious people.  Not just to me but to God.  You’ve been in the spotlight and it is not easy.  Thank you for your faithfulness to God in this situation.  It has not been overlooked  by Him.
 
What else do I see?  Tired people.  Some very, very tired, indeed.  These things weight you down.  Be aware of that.  Take into account that you are tired.  
 
When I started to go to the mission field, we sang 935 verses of the hymn with the refrain Go On!  I won’t sing it now –  (everyone clapped.) 
 
I see people under incredible spiritual attack. I remember that moment in the end of the Screwtape Letters and the man the demons are trying to win is killed in the air raid in London. As he is departing this world, the man sees who has been dogging him for so long.  He finally realizes what has been happening to him.  It was a poignant moment.
 
We are not fighting flesh and blood.  Read  Ephesians 6.  This battle is  Big. Because it is about God’s honor and God’s name and God’s Word.  It is not your battle, dear people.  It is God’s battle.  Let that comfort your hearts.  Let that settle your mind.
 
I see people burdened and weighed down.  Some of you are carrying very heavy burdens indeed.  And I see people suffering grief.  Grief in the sense of loss:  bereavement. Something precious and that means so much to us is  “going down the tubes”.  That creates grief.  It is heart breaking.  Don’t go into denial.  Don’t be British. Stoicism is not good.  Sometimes you just have to grit your teeth and carry on, but not for long.  Recognize the grief and deal with it. Don’t deny it.  
 
Let me give you a few words from Scripture. 1 Peter 4:12:  “Beloved do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you as though something strange were happening to you.”    
 
When you stand up for Jesus, this is what happens.  At the end of the day, it isn’t Anglicanism you are standing up for.  It is Jesus.  That’s why Anglicans do what we do.  Rejoice that you have been thought worthy.  You must be getting something right or you wouldn’t be in this battle.
 
The day my eldest was born, who is now “older than me” the way he puts his arm around me and pats me saying “poor old man.”  This is a good story.  I was once invited to a Roman Catholic conference.  They said, “What do you have that we don’t have?”
I replied,  “I have kids that say, ‘don’t be so stupid, Dad.’” 
 
James 1:2  “Count it all JOY my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.”  
 
Be careful of fear.  God will put you there again and again so you have to look at it and bring it up close and then you will see who He really is.  Count it all joy.  Read Paul’s account of what it was like to minister for Jesus. 2 Corinthians 11.  Paul had a sense of humor, didn’t he.   That’s what Paul got for serving Jesus.  Not a Harry Potter world, not Tolkien world; the real world.  
 
Are you getting it?  If you really want to follow Jesus and serve him, this is what happens.  I know a lot of you here are not surprised.  Count it all joy and a privilege to show that Jesus is still Lord.  To be on this world stage  -  With your smile and your joy and your forgiveness of all of “them”.   Show them that Jesus is still Lord.  
 
About burdens:  Matt 11: I thank you that you have hidden these truths from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children…
 
What are you?  Wise and understanding? Or a little child?  What about those who think Jesus was just a good Man.  Pray for them.  Paul on the road to Damascus had the scales fall from his eyes and he saw the LORD.
 
“Come to me, all who are labored and are heavy laden.” Go to Jesus.  Shut the bedroom door and go to Jesus.  Go to Him.  
 
“…All who labor and are heavy laden; and I will give you rest.”  That’s what you need.  Go to Jesus and find the rest in him.  Don’t try and find it in a bottle or a pill.  Find it in Jesus.
 
“My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Look at whose yoke you are carrying. Is it your yoke or Jesus’?  If it is not His, take it off.  Pick up His yoke. Don’t waste your time carrying your own yoke.  
 
Let go of anything that is holding you back.  Have a good think about that.  Think of something you may need to let go of that is holding you back. Make a list of things you need to deny yourself.  That’s very Anglican, you know, and not just during Lent.
 
“God has not given you a spirit of fear, but of power, love and self-control.”  If you are experiencing fear, you don’t need to receive it.  Good exercise to keep from putting on pounds of weight. Don’t accept fear. Shut the door on it.  It is not of God.  
 
The archbishop ended with a with a solemn and elegant prayer of empowerment and  great compassion. After the applause and the verbal thanks, we gathered our things and walked to the Cathedral for Evening Prayer.  Sitting quietly in the pew waiting for the clergy to vest, I knew that I had seen the maturation of an organization that didn’t exist 5 years ago.  The purpose and focus is clear; the organizational structures increasingly able to accomplish the stated goals; the people committed to the tasks they have been given.  It was so very different from the Executive Council meeting in so many ways, but primarily it was a gathering of humble people, excited about being called to do the Lord’s work.  There was little or no arrogance or power politics.  I was thankful that I had come.  
 
For those of you who could not come, you must keep your hope alive.  This is all going to work out and will work out bigger and better than we could have ever hoped.  Keep your hope alive!  The next Anglican Voice will be in your mailbox before the end of August.  Until then, say your prayers and keep your hope alive. 
                       Cherie Wetzel for Anglicans United in Fort Worth, Texas
 
 
 

